Background: Pseudocyst of the auricle is a benign condition of the ear characterized by an asymptomatic, noninflammatory swelling on the lateral or anterior surface of the auricle. It typically presents as a 1 to 5 centimeter cystic lesion located within the scaphoid or triangular fossa. In most patients, the lesion develops spontaneously. However, pseudocyst of the auricle has also been associated with trauma to the ear.
lesion was interpreted as an abscess with cellulitis and he had undergone an incision and drainage with adjuvant systemic antibiotic therapy. However, the swelling had recently returned. His past medical history was significant for Friedreich's ataxia. He permanently resides in a skilled nursing facility secondary to his ataxia-associated difficulty in motor movements. He has a history of hitting his head on the rails of his bed.
Cutaneous examination revealed a 4.0 x 2.0 cm cystic lesion involving primarily the crura of antihelix of his left ear.
It was asymptomatic and noninflammatory ( Figure 2 ). The lesion was initially soft to the touch; however, it had become firm. Based on correlation of the clinical presentation and lesion morphology, a diagnosis of pseudocyst of the auricle was established. Since he was at continual risk of repeatedly traumatizing his ear, no intervention was performed to his auricular pseudocyst.
Discussion
Pseudocyst of the auricle was first described by the German physician Arthur Hartmann in 1846 [1] . However, the condition did not appear in the English-language literature until 1966, when Engel observed the lesion in Chinese men [2] .
One year later, Hansen reported several Caucasian patients who had pseudocyst of the auricle [3] .
The initial observations made by Hartmann, Engel, and Hansen remain relevant today. Engel and Hansen both noted that the condition occurs predominantly in men [2, 3] . Indeed, in a 1990 world literature review of 114 cases of pseudocyst of the auricle, 93% of auricular pseudocyst patients were men [4] . Their findings were later corroborated by Lim et al., who reviewed the medical records of 41 patients who were treated for pseudocyst of the auricle in Singapore and concluded that 87% were men [5] . The age of onset typically ranges
Introduction
Pseudocyst of the auricle is a benign, noninflammatory, asymptomatic cystic lesion of the ear. It most commonly develops progressively over a 4-to 12-week period in the scaphoid or triangular fossa. The lesion may, or may not, be associated with trauma to the affected ear. Patients with neurological disorders that are associated with motor dysfunction, such as ataxias, may be at a heightened risk for developing trauma-related pseudocyst of the auricle.
We describe two men who developed pseudocyst of the auricle after sustaining ataxia-associated head and ear injuries. We also review the differential diagnosis, the postulated pathogenesis, and the treatment options of pseudocyst of the auricle. often develop in the concha [8] .
Case reports
between 30 and 39 years [4, 5] . However, albeit rarely, lesions may appear in either childhood [6] or old age [7] .
There is no ethnic predilection. cytes, is often present [13] .
The clinical differential diagnosis of pseudocyst of the auricle is listed in Table 1 in permanent deformity of the auricle and therefore may not be appropriate for first-line treatment [4, 17] . However, it is critically important to excise only the anterior wall of the pseudocyst; accidental removal of the posterior wall can result in deformity of the auricle [18] . Surgical deroofing should be followed by button bolstering for optimal results [27] .
Pseudocyst of the auricle is usually asymptomatic. Therefore, observation is a reasonable alternative to management if the patient is unconcerned about the cosmetic appearance of the lesion. In addition, clinical monitoring of the auricular pseudocyst may be appropriate in patients with neurological conditions associated with uncontrolled movements of the head and the potential for repeated trauma to the affected ear.
Conclusion
Pseudocyst of the auricle is a rare condition of the ear. It 
